
  



  



 

   

Welcome, and thank you for joining us for this 
production of Stepping Out. This is a cheerful,  
hopeful play, squished together with warmth,  
humour, and a little bit of chaos! 
 
It’s always a pleasure to see people come together  
to support local theatre, and this show feels 
particularly special.  
  
Putting on a production like this is never a small task. From the dedication 
of our cast, who have worked tirelessly to bring these characters to life, to 
the creativity and commitment of our backstage and front of house team, 
this performance is the result of many weeks of hard work and 
collaboration. In fact, adding in learning to tap dance, and ‘mastering’ the 
choreography, a whopping 30 rehearsals have taken place. At the helm is 
our very experienced and creative Director, Carol Drinkwater. It has been a 
pleasure for us all to work alongside Carol; her approach is organic, 
collaborative, engaging, and supportive. Thank you Carol, we very much 
hope you will direct again for us! 
 
I would like to extend a very warm welcome to our new members – Carolyne, 
Jenny, Sally, Fiona, Katie and Robbie. We are delighted to have you as part 
of our group and look forward to seeing you all flourish in your roles and 
shine brightly on the stage.  
 
We are also incredibly grateful to you, our audience. Your continued support 
keeps community theatre alive and thriving, and we hope tonight’s 
performance brings you laughter, enjoyment, and maybe even a little 
inspiration! 
 
So, sit back, relax, and enjoy the show. 



 

It has been a pleasure to direct the amazing cast who have worked so hard to 
learn their lines as well as learning how to tap dance. Tap dancing is central to 
the story and some of the cast have never tap danced before. Their commitment 
has been outstanding and I am very grateful for their dedication. Rehearsals have 
been hard work (and a few bad backs and sore knees!) but we’ve had a lot of fun 
along the way.  
 
Special thanks to Nicki for her help, advice, knowledge of all things Monday 
Players, her support and for being my sounding board. She has worked so hard 
to steer the tap dancing sessions along with Ruth and to help me to co-ordinate 
the music.  
 
Thanks to Chris for choreographing and teaching the final dance routines.  
 
Thank you to The Monday Players group who have come together to support this 
production.  
 
Finally, to you, our audience, we thank you for your support.  
 
We hope you enjoy the show. 
 

Good evening, welcome to The Monday Players and 
tonight’s performance of Stepping Out.  
 
At the heart of the play is its ensemble cast. The humour 
comes from personality clashes, sharp one-liners and 
the awkward realities of adult beginners trying to 
master how to tap dance. Although light in tone, the 
play explores self-esteem, loneliness, friendship and 
resilience. 
 
 



  

Thanks to the following for their kind co-operation regarding use 
of the village hall during the production week: 

• Preschool – Sally Clarke and her team  
• Hot Tap Dance School – Sam Bolsher 
• Derwent Danceworks – Kate Wolmersley 
• All village hall users and Committee 

 

 Thanks to the following for their kind contributions to the 
production: 

• Bev Quinn 
• Brad @ Recycle York (for the loan of the bike) 
• Triple C’s Costume Hire  (www.tripleccostumehire.com) 

 

Thanks to our patrons and honorary members: 

• Sandra Horne 
• Alma & David Belbin 
• Dawn & Raymond Price 
• Frank Lefley 
• Barbara Hardcastle 
• Sadie Ashton (honorary member) 
• Peter Reed (honorary member) 

http://www.tripleccostumehire.com/


Carolyne Jensen (Andy) 
I have been involved in theatre for over 20 years as a 
performer, backstage, costume designer and currently as 
a NODA rep. I have also been lucky to have had many 
roles in productions, mainly musicals and predominantly 
happy characters, but Andy is very different so it's nice to 
explore a darker side to acting. My dream roles would be 
Mary Poppins or Truly Scrumptious. 

Katie Greene (Rose) 
This is my first play, in many years, but I’ve been involved 
in musical theatre in York for about four years now, most 
recently I was in Sister Act at Joseph Rowntree Theatre 
with York Musical Theatre Company. There are so many 
roles I’d love to try. I recently saw Jodie Comer in her one-
woman show and I’d love to be able to do such an 
incredibly intense and emotive performance. I’d love to 
play King George in Hamilton - such a fun role! 

Jenny Bourke (Lynne) 
I have been heavily involved in amateur dramatics 
growing up, including roles as Macduff's son in Macbeth 
and Eva in Kindertransport. I joined the University of York 
Pantomime Society, the highlight of which was playing 
Frollo in The Hunchback of Notre Dame and writing a 
one-act play for the York Carnival in 2015 that was 
subsequently published. My dream roles would be 
Elvira/Ruth in Blithe Spirit, or Mrs Lovett in Sweeney Todd. 



  

Jill Pearson (Mrs Fraser) 
I started at the age of 13 in Rowntree Youth, went from 
there into Rowntree Players and then Monday Players. I 
have been on two drama committees and have directed 
several plays and 2 pantomimes. I love comedy roles, but 
I would love to be in something along the line of Downton 
Abbey. 

Linda Baillie (Vera) 
I have performed in several theatre companies in 
Beverley, Baildon, and York. Highlights were playing 
Sylvia in Stepping Out, Connie in Habeas Corpus, both 
Olive & Florence in The Odd Couple (female), both Mimi 
& Michelle in 'Allo 'Allo, and Ida in See How They Run. I 
don't have a dream role, but I am very much enjoying 
playing Vera in this production of Stepping Out, she is 
very non-PC in the most outrageous way!  

Nicki Clay (Mavis) 
I started performing in musical theatre from aged 11, 
having been a member of New Earswick Operatic & 
Dramatic Society, and Rowntree Youth Theatre, and more 
recently, Marmite Theatre. I joined The Monday Players in 
1999; my first role playing the exact same role of Mavis. 
Highlights have been playing Jacie Triplethree in Comic 
Potential, Beverley in Abigail's Party, and Geraldine 
Granger in The Vicar of Dibley. This will be my 41st role 
with MPs. I have enjoyed directing for the group too. My 
dream roles would be Mama Rose in Gypsy, and Mari Hoff 
in The Rise and Fall of Little Voice. 



  

Julia Millington (Sylvia) 
I have been a member of The Monday Players for 9 years, 
enjoying playing strong female comedy roles. I enjoy it, 
even if I pretend I don’t! I'd be happy to continue doing 
more comedy roles, but definitely no singing... nobody 
wants to hear my dulcet out of tune tones!  

Sally Lewis (Maxine) 
Singing is my passion; I’ve been performing in Musical 
Theatre and Operetta since I was 11. I’ve been lucky 
enough to have leading roles with many companies. I’d 
love to play Anna In The King and I or the lead role in The 
Merry Widow. 

Robbie Howe (Geoffrey) 
I have performed in a variety of musical theatre, 
pantomimes, straight and comedy roles. I do TV extras 
work. I am currently a member of Shiptonthorpe 
Community Theatre. I would love to play Henry Higgins 
from My Fair Lady. 

Fiona Berry (Dorothy) 
This is my first time performing in a production and I'm 
relishing this new experience. I did do tap dancing when I 
was young. I would have loved to be either Roxie or Velma 
in Chicago, and in a play, it would be Lady Macbeth. 



 

 

  Director 
Carol Drinkwater 
 
Stage Manager 
Jon Cook 
 
Assistant Stage Manager 
Helen Lawley 
 
Stage Crew 
Trevor Britain and Jan Kirk 
 
Props 
Jan Kirk 
 
Choreography 
Chris Higgins, Nicki Clay 
and Ruth Batty 
 
Costumes 
Sophie Goto, Carol Drinkwater 
and members of the Cast 
Triple C’s Costume Hire (finale) 
 
Lighting / Sound 
Geoff Stockill, John Spindler 
and Nicki Clay 
 
Bar 
Anita Shipley and Jayne Shipley 
 

Set Design  
Nicki Clay 

 
Set Construction 

David Lane, Trevor Britain 
Geoff Stockill and MP members 

 
Music 

Alma Belbin (piano) 
 and Lewis Scott (keyboard) 

 
Ticket Sales 

Helen Lawley 
 

Publicity / Programme 
Nicki Clay, Linda Baillie 

and Graeme Parker 
 

Prompt 
Mike Waters 

 
Photography 

Nancy Waters  
 

Front of House 
Alice Hoskins, Manju Barker  

Trevor Britain, Nigel Fisher  
Alan Rome, Bob Wells  

and Gary Bateson 



   

The Monday Players are delighted to invite you to step out with us!  We hope 
that you enjoy the production. It is always nice to see so many familiar faces 
in the audience and some new ones too. We are ALWAYS needing new 
members to join us. We now advertise our open play readings and casting 
sessions for anyone interested in joining us either on or off stage. Whether 
you want to act, help out Front of House or backstage you will be given a 
warm welcome and discover a new and enjoyable hobby. You will need to 
be 18 years old or over.  
 
Our Autumn 2026 production will take place in October/November. We 
actively encourage non-members to join in our play reading dates. We hold 
open auditions and anyone can attend. Keep an eye out on Facebook, X, 
Instagram, email and our website. You will be made more than welcome. If 
interested, please contact chair@mondayplayers.com. You do not need to 
have had any experience, just a love of theatre and community. 
 
 

STEPPING OUT is play of two halves with an interval of 20 
minutes (when the bar will re-open and ice creams will be 

available). The production will finish at approximately 10pm. 
 

Act 1: A rather rundown church hall, one February evening. 
Act 2: The same church hall in early May. 

 
Raffle tickets will be available from members before the start 

of the play. The raffle will be drawn during the interval. 
 

Please note that there will be no late admission after the 
commencement of the performance or following the interval. 

 



 

CAST: 
Mavis - Nicki Clay 
Mrs Fraser - Sadie Ashton 
Lynne - Jill Pearson 
Dorothy - Pat Davison 
Maxine - Alma Belbin 
Andy - Carole Money 
Geoffrey - David Belbin 
Vera - Vicky Stocks 
Sylvia - Pam Newsholme 
Rose - Jean Wall 
Stage Manager’s Voice - Ken Davison 
Fairy - Louise Jackson 
Nigel - Ian Bithell 
 

PERFORMANCE DATES:  
18th - 20th November 1999 
DIRECTOR: David Lane 



  



 

   

Richard Harris (born 26 March 1934) is a 
British screenwriter and playwright, most 
active from the early 1960s to the mid-
1990s.  
 
He wrote primarily for the crime and 
detective genres, having contributed 
episodes of series such as The Avengers, The 
Saint, The Sweeney, Armchair Mystery 
Theatre, and Target.  
 
He has helped to create several programmes of the genre, including 
Adam Adamant Lives!, Man in a Suitcase and Shoestring. 
 
Despite a career that has been largely spent writing for the crime and 
detective genre, in 1994 he won the prize for best situation comedy 
from the Writers' Guild of Great Britain for Outside Edge, a programme 
he had originated as a stage play. 
 
Although the majority of his work has been for television, a 
substantial amount of his output has been for the stage. 
  
Stepping Out was written by Harris in 1984. It was 
produced in the West End, London (where it received 
the Evening Standard Comedy of the Year Award) and 
on Broadway, New York. 



LATEST NEWS 
All the latest news from the society including announcements, 
upcoming events and socials... 
 
PAST PRODUCTIONS 
All the shows we have produced since The Monday Players was 
founded in 1993, which reflect our interests, ambitions and 
challenges over the years…  
 
PHOTO AND VIDEO GALLERIES 
Photos/videos from all the plays, pantomimes, cabarets and 
rehearsals down the years... 
 
ABOUT US 
History of the society, contact details for MP Officers and details 
of how to join our group... 
 
PAST & PRESENT MEMBERS 
History of all the cast and crew members, past and present, plus 
non-member helpers who contribute to our productions… 
 
FACEBOOK / X / INSTAGRAM 
Please ‘LIKE’ us on Facebook  
Please ‘FOLLOW’ us on X (@MondayPlayers) 
Please ‘FOLLOW’ us on INSTAGRAM (@mondayplayersyork) 
 



  



 

 

 


